
ailbhe ní bhriain 
the passenger  

ten pigment baryta prints 2015/2016 

this photographic series combines imagery from four disparate sources: neo-classical sculpture, west of ireland 
landscapes, found images and the studio setting. the processes used are quick and playful, using simple collage 
techniques to surprise the imagery into a new and permeable series of connections. there is an attempt to collapse 
the binaries and conventions suggested by the source imagery, to reveal the representational and cultural 
constructs at play. but there are also recurring motifs across the series, which suggest the imposition of an 
alternative, if obscure, continuity or meaning. 

the work takes its title from the nabokov short story ‘the passenger’. in the story a seemingly dramatic plot is 
built and is then exposed as a series of disconnected details, conflated briefly in the imagination. in these prints 
the device of both presenting and taking apart the props of narrative is used to test how we read an image, 
leaving the viewer to, in nabokov’s phrase, ‘notice and fondle details’. 
   

  

installation view of ailbhe ní bhriain’s ‘the passenger’ from ‘new irish works’ at the library project, dublin, 2017 
photo: aisling mccoy 

DOMOBAAL   3 JOHN STREET   LONDON WC1N 2ES   T+447801703871   MAIL@DOMOBAAL.COM   WWW.DOMOBAAL.COM 
DOMOBAAL LIMITED     COMPANY REGISTRATION NUMBER 06212918     VAT NUMBER GB 906 1801 47 

mailto:MAIL@DOMOBAAL.COM


  

the passenger (#1) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
55 x 84 cm 
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
57 x 86 cm 

edition 10 
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the passenger (#2) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
48 x 80 cm  
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
50 x 82 cm 

edition 10 
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the passenger (#3) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
25 x 41 cm  
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
27 x 43 cm 

edition 10 

DOMOBAAL   3 JOHN STREET   LONDON WC1N 2ES   T+447801703871   MAIL@DOMOBAAL.COM   WWW.DOMOBAAL.COM 
DOMOBAAL LIMITED     COMPANY REGISTRATION NUMBER 06212918     VAT NUMBER GB 906 1801 47 

mailto:MAIL@DOMOBAAL.COM


  

the passenger (#4) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
83 x 54 cm 
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
85 x 56 cm 

edition 10   
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the passenger (#5) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
28 x 32 cm 
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
30 x 34 cm 

edition 10   
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the passenger (#6) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
28 x 31 cm 
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
30 x 33 cm 

edition 10   
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the passenger (#7) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
54 x 87 cm  
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
56 x 89 cm 

edition 10 
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the passenger (#8) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
41 x 55 cm 
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
43 x 57 cm 

edition 10 
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the passenger (#9) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
28 x 46 cm 
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
30 x 48 cm 

edition 10 
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the passenger (#10) 
2015/2016 
pigment baryta print  
49 x 54 cm 
presented in a raw beech box frame, clarity glass 
51 x 56 cm 

edition 10 
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