
DOMOBAAL

  

david gates  
*1979 uk - lives/works in essex 

david gates is an image catcher retrieving and fixing images, sometimes this happens using pinhole 
photography, and sometimes through collage. he also works with leaves and feathers. his primary 
tool is pinhole photography directly onto silver gelatin on bitumen on cardboard. resolutely 
eschewing the sublime and stubbornly unromantic he reduces and edits grand landscapes, 300 year 
old trees in the landscape of coastal essex where he lives to the semblance of a mugshot. bleak 
holiday houses on the thames estuary remain bleak and shuttered even when occupied. people free 
images offer a world shaped by individuals and people mostly long gone and unknown who have 
planted and planned and built to fulfil their dreams. ancient oaks forests and grim bungalows all 
stand silently to attention as if bearing witness to an unseen happening. 

once, standing by a lake with my pinhole camera and tripod halfway through a two minute 
exposure someone approached me and asked'are you waiting for something to happen?' 

education 
2004 – 2006 ma printmaking uwe, bristol, uk 
1999 – 2002 ba printmaking, winchester school of art, uk 

solo exhibitions and interventions (selected) 
2018 
: götzbau (with lothar götz), bradfield, essex, ongoing, open by appointment. 
2016/7 
: found & forged, domobaal 
2014 
: standard image, within the frame of the copenhagen photography festival, cpf 2014 denmark 
2013 
: aus dem feld, wilson chamber, berlin gallery weekend 
: the rural college of art, domobaal 
: fig.(i) qbox, athens, greece 
2012 
: more birds of the day, the tool shed, silk mill quarter, merchants barton, frome, somerset, uk 
2010 
: sténopé la librairie photographique, paris, france 

group exhibitions (selection) 
2019 
: this is not an oak tree, jugg art foundation, ipswich annual biennial, uk. 
: international lawns/the rural college of art/disinformation at white box gallery, blackheath, 
london. 
: peckham 24, london. 
: backyard sculpture, group exhibition curated by david gates and neil gall, domobaal. 
: millimetre 02, kingsgate project space, kingsgate workshops, 110–116 kingsgate road, london nw6. 
: art projects: dialogues, curated by kiki mazzucchelli at the london art fair 2019 with aubrey  
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haskard, lothar götz, maud cotter, neil gall, neil zakiewicz, nicky hirst, domobaal. 
2015 
: the manchester contemporary 
2014 
: 4th anniversary show, galleri naboløs, copenhagen, denmark 
: the manchester contemporary 
: art in the home #2 york, by invitation from the contemporary art society north 
: a circle: christopher rountree, david gates, rupert ackroyd, international lawns (andrew curtis 
and niall monro) domobaal 
2013 
: 8 1/2 posters, (with andrew curtis) each: sizes variable, edition 10, inkjet print with screen–print 
text, fly–posted by invited collaborators in various locations: florida, new york, taipei, tokyo, 
manchester (uk), san francisco, bogota, berlin, athens, harwich (uk) ao. 
2012 
: the spring exhibition, selected by aleksandra mir (chair), ben & sebastian, dorothée kirch, henrik 
vibskov, lilibeth cuenca rasmussen, kunsthal charlottenborg, copenhagen, denmark 
2011 
: your garden is looking a mess could you please tidy it up, curated by andrew curtis, payneshurvell, 
london 
: known, unknown, anonymous and on death row, qbox, athens, greece 
2010 
: still in motion, the horse hospital, london 
2008 
: 4 regards, sténopé la librairie photographique, paris, france 
2007 
: committed to print, royal west of england academy, bristol, uk 
2006 
: kettle's yard open, kettle's yard, cambridge, uk 
: collotype. past, present and future, st. bride printing library, london 

other 
2013 
: blackwater polytechnic open day, 6 july, feeringbury farm barn, essex, uk 
: the rural college of art, open day on saturday 18 may as part of wc1/ec1 galleries open day 
: cart saturday 30 march, 10 am until late, wrabness, essex 
2012 
: residency on the island of kea, greece 

press 
2013 
: independent.co.uk feature, march 11 
: the world of interiors, conde nast, march issue 
: hellenic broadcasting corporation (television) interview in athens, february 
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