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a rare egg in the nest - the outlandish world of emma talbot	
  

 at petra rinck galerie in düsseldorf 
  
 One cannot help but notice that the heads of Emma Talbot’s protagonists, in this seasonal time of 

year, look a little like Easter Eggs – smooth and cone-shaped, with no faces, no noses and no mouths. 
And that raises questions. 

 
 And whose works do the images of this British artist, born in 1969, remind you of with their intensely 

familiar details? Deliberate outlines and simplified silhouettes, do not allow the viewer to make it 
into something else. Rather like Lucy McKenzie, Talbot enjoys the popular Arts and Crafts Movement 
of the 20th Century.  Her idiosyncratic stories are rooted in Literature and Philosophy and also 
remind the viewer of the works of Henry Darger and James Ensor. 

 
 Emma Talbot’s exhibition ranges across painting, drawing and textiles and this is as typical for her 

practice, as is the playful handling of art historical subjects. Dream imagery is presented nestled 
within the composition of Talbot's paintings, in these images within images she explores memories 
and themes such as shame, passion and sorrow. Talbot articulates private mythologies. Her stories 
purvey a sad undertone, despite the bright and varied colours and intense border 
ornamentation.  Alongside highly detailed acrylic painting on unprimed canvas, she also works with 
textiles, making for a highly unconventional practice: genitals are embroidered in gold thread or 
bright colours, articulated or merely hinted at and the use of wigs pushes the work towards the 
Surreal. All is brought together in a 'bed' that has as much to do with the fabric and material 
works of the French artist Annette Messager as it also reminds me of Tracey Emin’s infamous ‘Bed'. 

 
 The deceit becomes clear: that which is so colourfully jolly, in fact depicts a raw sexuality as inspired 

by the poetry of Pablo Neruda or by Georges Bataille’s famous erotic tale 'Story of The Eye'. It is 
therefore not surprising to hear that Emma Talbot has been invited to exhibit in a solo show at The 
Freud Museum in London. 
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