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nicky hirst  
*1963 
nottingham/leeds/kenya 
currently lives and works in london


1993 - 1994 ma art and architecture, kiad, canterbury 
1982 - 1985 ba fine art, maidstone college of art, kent  
1981 - 1982 foundation course, jacob kramer college, leeds


solo and two-person exhibitions (selected) 
2022 
: the electorate, domobaal 
: election artist 2019, commission, parliamentary art collection, portcullis house, london. 
2021 
: moca london (online exhibition). 
2019 
: algorithms, exeter phoenix, exeter, uk. 
2018 
: white roses, entractes #1, the eye sees, arles, france.  
: casement arts, folkestone, uk. 
: elemental works, domobaal, london. 
: briar rose, m2 gallery, london. 
2017 
: real size, domobaal, london. 
: invisible mending, amp peckham, london. 
2016 
: museo d’arte contemporanea di cogliandrino, basilicata, italy, invited by stephen nelson. 
: collaboration with remi rough, beer shop brock street mural, nunhead, london. 
2008 
: morphology, with doug burton, curated by michael petry, royal academy schools gallery, 
london. 
2004 
: indiana ain't pink, floor 30 clifford chance building, london. 
2001 
: anthony wilkinson gallery, london. 
2000 
: fellowship exhibition (with mary evans) byam shaw school of art, london. 
1997 
: perforated observations, iniva, london. 
1996 
: cordon sanitaire, imperial war museum, invited by roger tolson, iwm, london. 
: cell 3, barbican foyer gallery, barbican centre, curated by julia bunnage, london. 
: anthony wilkinson gallery, london. 
1995 
: limited edition multiple, soho house, london. 
1994 
: wall drawing, homerton hospital, london. 
: wall drawing, darlington arts centre, uk. 
1993 
: tongue and groove, 181 gallery, london. 
: caught looking, catalogue with an essay by gregor muir, dash gallery, london. 
1991 
: adam gallery (with roy voss) london (adam reynolds). 
: collective gallery (with jacqueline jeffries) edinburgh. 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1988 
: the green room, manchester. 
: university art gallery (with jacqueline jeffries) leeds, uk.


group exhibitions (selected) 
2022 
: artist support pledge: a generous space 2, the new art gallery, walsall, uk. 
: green, bell house, london. 
: crucible, mass correspondence course mentors & mentees 2020/21, thames-side studios 
gallery, london. 
: m2 at apt gallery, london. 
: fieldwork, groundwork gallery, king’s lynn, uk. 
: starting the line (the big draw 2022) venues tbc. 
: ar-mazing tiger trail, singapore. 
2021 
: turner contemporary open 2021, turner contemporary, margate, uk. 
: eutopia, queensrollahouse and excelsior studios, london. 
: blink presents room share selected by dido hallett, min angel, lucy soni, matt lippiatt and 
scott mccracken, safe house 1 during peckham festival, london. 
: bits and pieces curated by ian dawson, newhaven open call, the ship inn, newhaven, uk. 
: frozen asset/material gains curated by peter lamb and martin bennett, including works by 
katy pratt, aidan o'sullivan, peter lamb, paul hosking and nicky hirst, artmoorhouse, 
london. 
: pretty ugly, with phillip allen, phyllida barlow, jake and dinos chapman, paul cole, giles 
corby, andrew ekins, nick fox, nicky hirst, sand laurenson, hannah maybank, jane millar, 
katie pratt, piers secunda, kate street, jamie partridge and narbi price, at thames-side studios 
gallery, london, curated by andrew ekins. 
: blink & you'll miss it, part 1, the gathering with min angel, r&f mo, dido hallett, nicky 
hirst, catherine lette, lucy soni and adia wahid, amp london. 
: drawing biennial fundraiser, drawing room, london. 
: recreational grounds: off site, curated by fiona grady, anna lytridou and tim ralston 
with artists henrietta armstrong, mike ballard, jack brown, paul cole, dori deng, rosie 
gibbens, fiona grady, nicky hirst, ted le swer, anna lytridou, marco miehling, veronika 
neukirch, tom rapsey, tim ralston, shinuk suh and jim woodall. thames-side studios gallery, 
london. 
2020 
: real time curated by rebecca geldard, with neil gall, martin gayford, nicky hirst, max 
mason, lee maelzer and zoë mendelson, coleman project space, london. 
: cuts, curated by alexis harding, including works by tim allen, daryl brown, dan coombs, 
amanda francis, letizia galli, alexis harding, nicky hirst, zach riley and john smith, 
matthiesen gallery, london. 
2019 
: return of come kiss a stranger, 'interdependence' art licks weekend, why don’t you …? 
hq satellite space, london. 
: off the page, another place press, the northern eye international photography festival. 
: coventry biennial 2019: the twin, curated by ryan hughes. 
: backyard sculpture, organised by david gates & neil gall, domobaal. 
: work-shop, bell house, london. 
: drawing biennial 2019, drawing room, london. 
2018 
: lucky 7 over the rainbow curated by lucy soni 'peripheries' art licks weekend, why don't 
you … ? hq, london. 
: recreational grounds ii, curated by fiona grady and tim ralston, wendover house ground 
floor car park, london. 
: summer exhibition 2018, royal academy of arts, london. 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: dreaming awake curated by kim thornton, safe house 1, london. 
2017 
: something and nothing curated by nicky hirst with matt calderwood, simon callery, 
angela de la cruz, vincent hawkins, nicky hirst and sara mackillop, thames-side studios 
gallery london. 
: humble as hell curated by roland hicks including works by susan collis, neil gall, 
roland hicks, nicky hirst, paul housley, duncan macaskill, stephen palmer, cathie pilkington, 
joel tomlin and richard woods, schwitters merzbarn, cumbria, uk. 
: the word curated by michael petry including works by colin booth, maria chevska, nathan 
coley, paul coombs, elizabeth croft, mark flood, lukas göthman, nicky hirst, joseph 
imhauser, jukka korkeila, liliane lijn, christina mitrentse, robert montgomery, bryan 
mulvihill, harvey opgenorth, michael petry, pilvi takala and gavin turk, helsinki 
contemporary, finland. 
: occasional geometries, rana begum curates the arts council collection, at longside gallery, 
yorkshire sculpture park, uk. 
2015 
: scenery co-curated by alicja dobrucka and thomas frangenberg including works by rut 
blees luxemburg, martin creed, alicja dobrucka, joseph griffiths, luke gottelier, nicky hirst, 
saron hughes, sarah jones, tim mitchell, joanna piotrowska, olivier richon, david rickard 
and amikam toren, the surprisingly passionate about weddings gallery london. 
: creekside open 2015 selected by lisa milroy for apt gallery, london. 
: drawing biennial 2015, drawing room, london. 
2014 
: death and dying, curated by david lillington, mag3 projektraum, vienna, austria. 
: impress: print making expanded in contemporary art including works by roger ackling, 
anna barriball, paul coldwell, mat collishaw, jean dubuffet, mona hatoum, raphael hefti, 
nicky hirst, langlands & bell, roy lichtenstein, edward lipski, richard long, tim mara, 
cornelia parker, donald rodney and richard wentworth, courtauld gallery, london. 
: project 05: nicky hirst, penny klepuszewska and tom lovelace, curated by sarah page, cas, 
london. 
2013 
: creekside open 2013 selected by paul noble, apt gallery, london. 
: drawing biennial 2013, drawing room, london. 
2012 
: grid including works by leonardo drew, keith coventry, michael samuels, chris succo, 
penny lamb, mark francis, nicky hirst, henry krokatsis, biggs & collings, wycliffe stutchbury 
and dadamaino, vigo gallery london. 
2011 
: sagacity curated by roberto ekholm including works by cécile emmanuelle borra, roberto 
ekholm, neil gall, nicky hirst, pablo a padilla jargstorf, adrián navarro, michael petry and 
daniel pettitt, forman’s smokehouse gallery london. 
: drawing biennial 2011, drawing room, london. 
2010 
: prototypes and experiments, aram gallery, london. 
2009 
: drawing biennial 2009, drawing room, london. 
2008 
: ghost trade and the spectre of change, deptford x, london. 
2007 
: the last show, anthony wilkinson gallery, london. 
2006 
: black box, curated by lela budde and peter suchin, e:vent gallery, london. 
: out of place, the new art gallery, walsall, uk. 
: the world is turning including works by christiane baumgartner, sjoerd buisman, daniel 
gustav cramer, nicky hirst, sara mackillop, mike marshall, kate scrivener, jem southam and 
finlay taylor, domobaal london. 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2005 
: showcase, south london gallery, selected by thomas frangenberg. 
: showcase, city art gallery, edinburgh, selected by thomas frangenberg. 
: drawing two hundred - biennial fundraiser, drawing room, london. 
2004 
: 6000 chairs, crystal palace park, london. 
: collage, curated by sacha craddock, graham gussin, stephen hepworth and david risley, 
bloomberg space, london. 
: prospects drawing prize 2004, tea building, london. 
2003 
: remember, remember ... pugh, pugh, berlin, germany. 
: infallible: in search of the real george eliot curated by roxy walsh including works by 
linda aloysius, jordan baseman, george baxter, thomas bewick, giovanni del biondo, hans 
burgkmair, le ecole de burrows et bob smith, cullinan and richards, artlab, volker 
eichelmann/roland rust, mark fairnington, paul flannery, andrew grassie, tony halliday, 
nicky hirst, brigitte jurack, ian kiaer, l.s.lowry, aristide maillol, eduard manet, sara 
mackillop, joão penalva, annika sundvik, eve sussman, willem van de velde, roxy walsh, 
jacob de wit and ralph wolf, mead gallery warwick arts centre, huddersfield art gallery, 
hatton gallery newcastle, apt gallery london. 
2002 
: fabric, abbot hall art gallery, kendal, uk 
: viewpoints, eagle gallery, london. 
: showhouse, pm gallery and house, london. 
: prospects 2002 drawing prize, essor gallery project space, london. 
2001 
: the end is nigh, cskx, london. 
: multiplication, british council touring exhibition. 
2000 
: one room, curated by terry smith, the factory, shepherdess walk, london. 
1999 
: east wing collection, courtauld institute of art, london. 
: day for night, museum of installation, london. 
: ninenineninetynine, anthony wilkinson gallery, london. 
: to be continued > the new art gallery walsall project, walsall, uk. 
: manufacturers, childers street, london. 
1998 
: contemporary art society, artfutures, selected by jeni walwin, november, royal festival hall, 
london. 
1997 
: kind of english, die box, berlin with adam dant, simon tegala, jaqueline penell, sarah 
taylor, peter arnold, curated by katharina neubert. funded by daad and the british council. 
: new art in yorkshire, leeds city art gallery, uk. 
: surrealism surveyed, leeds city art gallery, uk. 
: whenever, commercial too, london. 
: home, margaret harvey gallery, st. albans, uk. 
: musée imaginaire, part 2, museum of installation, london. 
: a cloudburst of material possessions: a fantasy on a drawing by leonardo da vinci, 
touring exhibition, curated by paul bonaventura. 
1996 
: open art ’86, mappin art gallery, sheffield. 
: between patients, with nicholas bolton, david cheeseman, anna mossman, stewart wilson, 
adam caruso, nicky hirst and roy voss at 10 swan yard, london. 
: whitechapel open, commercial too, london. 
1995 
: konrad lorenzo’s duck, with gianfranco botto, roberto bruno, maurizio cattelan, helen 
chadwick, mat collishaw, john frankland, letizia galli, nicky hirst, stephen nelson, maurizio 
vetrugno at ex-lanificio bona, turin, italy. 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: the house no garden project, with karl blossfeldt, monica bonvicini, nicky hirst, leo, 
sebastian lowsley-williams, claudia schmacke, gregor schneider, terry smith at cskx, london. 
1994 
: whitechapel open, whitechapel art gallery, london : university art gallery, leeds, uk. 
1993 
: pet show, 69 union street, london. 
: snapshots, presented by anthony wilkinson at the eagle gallery, london. 
: peripheral states, with tacita dean, emma rushton, nicky hirst and suzanne walker, curated 
by sarah kent at benjamin rhodes gallery, london. 
1992 
: brick lane open (1), heritage centre, london. 
: cskx studios, london. 
: whitechapel open, whitechapel art gallery, london. 
1991 
: south bank picture show, royal festival hall, london 
: collective gallery, edinburgh, uk. 
1990 
: whitechapel open 1990, whitechapel art gallery, london. 
1987 
: new art in yorkshire, leeds city art gallery, uk 
: surrealism surveyed, leeds city art gallery, uk 
1986 
: open art ’86, mappin art gallery, sheffield, uk. 
: home is where the art is (should be), st paul’s gallery, leeds, uk. 

public art commissions 
2019 
: official artist for the 2019 general election, appointed by the house of commons speaker's 
advisory committee on works of art. 
: great ormond street hospital (gosh), london; architect: sonnemann toon architects; client: 
great ormond street hospital for children nhs foundation trust, uk. 
: nuffield department of medicine (ndm), oxford; architect: make architects; client: university 
of oxford, uk. 
2018 
: new union wharf, cubitt town, london [art consultant: jeni walwin, architect: jestico and 
whiles, client: l&q and east thames]. 
: y bwthyrn macmillan specialist care until, wales, uk. [art consultant: willis newson, 
architect: kke architects, client: cwm taf university health board]. 
: westbourne park baptist church + dolphin living, london [art consultant: modus operandi, 
architect: allies and morrison, client: dolphin living]. 
2016 - 2017 
: oxfordshire county library, westgate, oxford, uk. [art consultant: modus operandi, client: 
westgate oxford alliance ltd partnership]. 
2015 - 2016 
: vista residential chelsea bridge, london [art consultant: up projects, architect: scott 
brownrigg, client: berkeley homes]. 
2013 - 2014 
: kingfisher court mental health facility, radlett, hertfordshire, uk. [kingfisher court mental 
healthcare facility, radlett, hertfordshire, art consultant: contemporary art society, 
architect: p+hs, client: hertfordshire partnership nhs foundation trust]. 
2012 
: bulgari hotel & residences, london [art consultant: nour wali, architect: squire and 
partners, client: prime development]. 
: passmores secondary school, essex, uk. [art consultant: place services, architect: jestico 
and whiles, client: essex county council].
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2011 
: royal veterinary college, hawkshead campus, hertfordshire, uk. [architect: hawkins\brown]. 
: royal albert memorial museum, exeter, funded by arts council england. [commissioned by 
andrew cross]. 
: new pharmacy manufacturing facility, guy’s hospital, london [art consultant: modus 
operandi client: guy’s and st thomas’ charity]. 
: oxford eye hospital, oxford, uk. [art consultant: artlink, client: oxford hospitals charity]. 
2009 
: bracknell and wokingham college, bracknell, uk [art consultant: jeni walwin, architect: 
ellis williams]. 
2005 - 2008 
: consultant artist for 'salt bridges' biochemistry building, university of oxford, uk 
[architect: hawkins\brown]. 
2000 
: at and the travelling landscape, sustrans national cycle route public art commission, 
nottingham 1997. 
: rsa art for architecture award scheme, hiv unit royal free hospital, london [architect: 
stillman eastwick-field partnership].


 
publications and press, etc 
2020 
: westminster hour, bbc radio 4, on sunday 5 january 2020 at 22:00hrs. 
2019 
: ocula, uk election artist nicky hirst reflects on 'fractured and febrile' campaign by sam 
gaskin, 13 december 2019. 
: uk election artist nicky hirst, yorkshire evening post, 9 december 2019. 
: yorkshire post 'in hogarth's' footsteps, meet the artist whose job is to capture the 
election on a single work, 7 december 2019. 
: the critic, studio: election artists; michael prodger takes a look at the artists who paint 
politics, 1 december 2019. 
: this is london, nicky hirst official artist for 2019 general election, 22 november 2019. 
: an, nicky hirst named as official election artist 2019, 11 november 2019. 
: bbc news, 15/11 'did you know parliament has an official election artist?' 15 november 
2019.  
: art and collections, official artist of 2019 uk general election appointed, 15 november 
2019. 
: politico playbook, election as art, 15 november 2019. 
: review of algorithms, nicky hirst's solo exhibition at phoenix exeter by martin holman in 
art monthly issue no 429, september 2019. 
2018 
: artists + instagram: nicky hirst, seeking serendipity by richard taylor, a-n the artists 
information company online. 
: the word is art, by michael petry, published by thames & hudson, london isbn-10: 
0500239665  
2017 
: https://www.a-n.co.uk/news/merz-barn-exhibition-humble-hell-artworks-kurt-schwitters-final- 
work-space 
: occasional geometries, the art newspaper ‘in the frame’ 14 july 2017 
: occasional geometries, apollo magazine, art diary, yorkshire sculpture park, uk. 
: humble as hell, merz barn, final-work-space (online) 
: nicky hirst, real size, review in london round-up, art monthly by kathryn lloyd, june 
2017. 
: nicky hirst, real size, review in studio international by veronica simpson may 2017 (online): 
it is something, it is nothing, published by another place press, edition of 150 (publication) 
2014 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: significant ordinary objects compiled by nicky hirst, kingfisher court mental healthcare  
facility, edition of 1000 (publication) 
2009 
: wild blue yonder by jeni walwin (publication) 
2008 
: morphology: doug burton and nicky hirst isbn 9780955769924 (publication) 
2003 
: infallible: in search of the real george eliot isbn 1873352832 (publication) 
2000 
: the saatchi gift to the arts council collection isbn 1853322075 (publication) 
1999 
: day for night, museum of installation isbn 1903209005 (publication) 
: young british art: the saatchi decade isbn 1861540337 (publication) 
: public art journal, march 1999, art for architecture by jonathan darke. 
: bloom: contemporary art garden isbn 8886429355 (publication) 
: rsa journal 4/4 art for architecture by jes fernie, pages 23-25. 
: toys, errant bodies, publisher small press magazine, isbn 0965557006 (publication) 
: 'standing in the shadows, waiting in the wings' by francis mckee. 
1998 
: artist-in-research 1996-1998, exploring the notion of research in relation to contemporary 
visual arts practice. participating artists include: clare charnley, monika dutta, edwina 
fitzpatrick, nicky hirst, indika perera and louise k. wilson, iniva isbn 1899846247 
(publication) 
1997 
: flowers: errant bodies isbn 0965557006 (publication). 
1996 
: de-, dis-, ex-. volume 1, ex-cavating modernism isbn 1901033058 (publication) 
: imperial war museum and anthony wilkinson fine art review by sotiris kyriacou, art 
monthly no.197. 
: riba interiors, february 1996, feast of colours, pages 14-19. 
1995 
: konrad lorenz's duck catalogue essay by paola piccato. 
1993 
: peripheral states: tacita dean, emma rushton, nicky hirst and suzanne walker, catalogue 
essay by sarah kent. 
: caught looking publication with an essay by gregor muir (publication) 
: shaping up, time out review by tania guha. 
1992 
: towards an aesthetic of nature in contemporary art, nicky hirst and rebecca salter, 
cambridge architecture journal 1992, essay by charlotte klonk, pages 11-14. 
1991 
: time out review by david lillington, adam gallery, london.


projects 
2021 
: art, compassion and collective action, paintings in hospitals, in partnership with uclh arts 
and heritage and the help portfolio, 22 july. 
: mass sculpture school. 
: mass sculpture magazine, editorial board: edmundo aragita, phyllida barlow, giles corby, 
ian dawson, ana genoves, marcus harvey, nicky hirst, edward lipski, corin johnson, sophie 
newell, si sapsford. 
: print editions gallery, new publishing platform, arts council england funded project in 
partnership with platform art projects. 
2020 
: help portfolio, by jealous london, sue arrowsmith, margaret calvert, michael craig martin, 
jake and dinos chapman, idris khan, ian davenport, nicky hirst, chris levine, elizabeth  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magill, paul mcdevitt, annie morris, paul morrison, remi rough, yinka shonibare, mathew 
weir and paul winstanley, all profits from the sale of the boxed collection of prints to be 
donated to sixteen charities that have been deeply affected by covid-19, each one selected 
by the artists involved. 
: what's in a name, limited edition bag: mad lord punt | dr pant mould | old dump rant 
| plum torn dad | plod mad runt | odd rant lump | donald trump | mad turd on lp. 
: the print assembly, for refuge (the uk’s largest domestic abuse charity) launched by kim 
pappas and emma hayes of photography agency process, comprising works by over 100 
artist/photographers. 
2019 
: gosh comission 2019, great ormond street hospital: site responsive artworks informed by 
conversations with patients and staff and co-curate a display of artwork from the gosh 
arts and heritage collection. 
: workshop, dulwich festival 2019, merchandise created by min angel, nicky hirst, laura 
moreton-griffiths, lucy soni, kim thornton. 
: va19, venice agendas: the market, instagram project, funded by arts council england. 
2018 
: pjoys: limited edition pyjamas by nicky hirst, mad c, remi rough and augustine kofie. 
: a-n artist bursary 2019, an annual funding support for self determined professional 
development. 
2016 
: venice agendas access all areas: artist interventions by tony heaton and nicky hirst 
curated by mark segal, 15th international architecture biennale, venice, italy. 
: collaboration with remi rough, beer shop brock street mural, nunhead, london. 
2014 
: judge for open exhibition 2014, dulwich picture gallery, london. 
2008 
: artist advisor for artfutures with curator jeni walwin, contemporary art society, london, 
uk. 
2005-2008 
: consultant artist for salt bridges, biochemistry building, university of oxford, uk. 
2003 
: healthy hospitals, cabe with design team: mcdowell and benedetti architects, professor tim 
oliver, space syntax, virtual artworks and terry jones, uk. 
1997-1999 
: art in hospitals collaboration with mark francis, public art development trust and the 
kings fund, uk. 
1997 
: artist in research residency at stillman eastwick-field architects, initiated and funded by 
iniva london. 
 
public and major collections 
: arthur anderson & co collection 
: arts council collection 
: bradford metropolitan council collection 
: british council 
: bupa collection 
: clifford chance collection 
: doncaster borough council collection 
: government art collection 
: hammersmith and fulham borough council collection 
: huddersfield art gallery 
: parliamentary art collection (portcullis house) 
: penguin books collection 
: pictet bank collection 
: saatchi collection 
: sheffield city art gallery private collections
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